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Lore, Marriage, and First Pastorate. Now that the
tide had turned and the "winds blew softly from the
favoring west/' he felt the urge of all young blood for
romance. He visited one day in a friend's home in
Concord, Xew Hampshire^ where he met Ellen Tucker,
daughter of a Boston merchant. Within a year they
were engaged. She was seventeen, and "very beauti-
ful, by universal consent." He wrote William that lie
was "as happy as it is safe in life to be." Shortly after-
ward Emerson was ordained an assistant to Rev. Henry
Ware of the Second Church of Boston, and upon Mr,
Ware's resignation (to join the faculty of the Divinity
School at Harvard) was installed as the pastor of the
church. It was not a large church; but it had an en-
viable tradition of great preachers, including Cotton
and Increase Mather, in its pulpit. Its congregation,
composed of members of the middle class, probably
numbered between three and four hundred. Emerson's
salary as pastor was twelve hundred dollars a year. He
was twenty-six years old.
Established in the parish house with his lovely bride,
his mother under the same roof, his brothers and the
young people of the parish running in frequently for
cheerful conversation, he began his pastorate with a
high heart. He carried on the usual duties of a minis-
ter: preaching, visiting the s!ck, baptizing the young,
marrying, counseling, looking after the poor, and bury-
ing the dead. To these he added extra work in the
form of special meetings designed to attract persons
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